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as distinguished from necessary co-ordination of the Timeless. This difference between alrLa and Xoyos, Causa and Ratio, is ignored by Spinoza : the nexus that unites the group and the nexus that links the chain he describes by the same terms : terms of sequence, applicable only to one. are given to both : from the essence of this or that nature attributes cfollow* which are always there : dynamic terms, proper only to the phenomenal province, are thrust in among eternal coexistences: it is the supreme ^potential 'sive natura, whence infinite properties ' follow,7 just in the way in which, from the triangle's nature ' follows' the equivalence of its angles to two right angles. Only, we never say that it is the * powerJ of the triangle which makes this equivalence. It is of the utmost consequence to remember, in the study of Spinoza, this identification of logical cogency with dynamical efficiency; so that causation has with him its supreme expression in the relation between premisses and conclusion. It is remarkable that nowhere in his c Ethics' does he supply any general definition of the word e Cause,' or discuss the doctrine of which it is the symbol. We are left to infer his idea of it from its incidental use; nor is it possible to make these inferences consistent with each other. For example, he tells us that the human understanding is the came as well as the totality of the conceptions (Begriffe) which it has; and he uses this proposition to justify the assertion that God is the cause, at the same time that He is the totality, of creatures and effects1. This certainly implies that the understanding has a producing efficiency, and is a faculty with conceptions at command. Yet, if we find him elsewhere identifying understanding with will2, he further explains away will as a mere e ens rationis/ a common term for all particular volitions, and no more the cause of'them than humanity is the cause of Peter or any particular man3; and, similarly, understanding is not a faculty at all, but is
1 Short treatise,' De Deo,' &c.    ist Dial, sub fin. Vol. II. p. 278. a Eth. II. xlix. Cor.                                    3 Ep. II. sub fin.